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Abstract
Despite sharing physical space which supports contact with out-group members and institutional
arrangements that encourage cross-group interaction, many university students still congregate
within their own groups. To explain this phenomenon, this study examines the micro-level social
processes that prevent or facilitate intergroup interaction. A qualitative study of Mainland Chinese
and local university students in Hong Kong reveals that students lack opportunities for mutually
engaging experiences across multiple points in time due to fragmented daily living space,
defended interpersonal space, and politicized online space, which contribute to the absence of
cross-group interactions. Cross-group friendships depend on external forces to remove inhibitions,
which then allow emotional bonding. This study contributes to the understanding of cross-group
interaction by pointing out the importance of daily routine activities and mutually engaging
experiences in influencing cross-group interaction among students.
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