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Abstract

In many developed countries, including Canada, youth unemployment has become an issue of

major concern among policy makers and the public. Previous studies have documented adverse
consequences of youth unemployment on labour market outcomes of individuals, even later in
life. In spite of such significance, we know very little about the employment situation of young
adults (age 20-35) of visible minority groups and the difference in employment status between

Canadian-born and foreign-born youth of visible minority groups. Moreover, many foreign-born

youth of visible minority groups are employed in ethnic businesses. While we know that ethnic
economies provide job opportunities to co-ethnic members, we do not know the extent to which

ethnic economies help improve the employment outcomes of co-ethnic young adults. We examine
these issues using the 2011 National Household Survey. Our preliminary findings indicate that the

employment rates are the lowest among young adults of West Asian background. Furthermore, the

rates among foreign-born members of young adults from the region are lower than their Canadaborn counterparts. Implications of these findings are discussed.
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