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Abstract
In recent years, sociologists have attended to the interactions between social movements
and the private sector. This literature tends to pose industry as either adjuncts to a
movement, or as players seeking to co‐opt a movement. In contrast, this talk uses the case
of the natural foods movement in the United States to demonstrate the role of business in
leading a movement oriented to social change. Drawing on the intertwined history of the
natural foods movement and the natural/health food industry, I show how industry has
provided the movement with stability and the means to attract new followers at the same
time as the movement’s goals have been shaped to benefit businesses. The argument is
made that industry leadership of a movement promotes radical cultural change over
economic reforms.
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