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Abstract
As multiculturalism and cultural globalization becomes more diffused around the world,
the growing presence of Chinese students at U.S. universities represents an
increasingly common site of transnational cultural interaction between U.S. and Chinese
societies. To better understand this multi-level social dynamic, this talk uses interview
data from focus groups of high school and early-college students in Beijing and
Shanghai to examine their motivations for wanting to leave China and study in the U.S.,
expectations and challenges they anticipate in adjusting to U.S. society and interacting
with Americans, how they plan to apply their newfound academic knowledge and
transnational experiences in their careers, and some possible ways that U.S. college
students and administrative programs can support these international Chinese students.
Their varied responses illuminate very fascinating intersections of individual identity,
group conformity, and national solidarity.
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